Introduction  by Border, Wayne A. & Noble, Nancy A.
Au ISN Forefronts in Nephrology Symposium entitled "Cyto-
kines and Adhesion Molecules in Tissue Injury and Repair" was
held at Snowbird, Utah on September 12—15, 1996. Each speaker
prepared an overview of their presentation that is contained in the
proceedings of the Symposium, published in this issue of Kidney
International.
The symposium was organized by Wayne Border and Erkki
Ruoslahti along with Lucia Languino and Nancy Noble. The goal
was to bring together a diverse group of leading basic and clinical
scientific experts, nephrologists and non-nephrologists, to review
and critically discuss the explosion of exciting new knowledge
about cytokines and adhesion molecules. The meeting was de-
signed to emphasize the potential application of this new knowl-
edge to the treatment and prevention of kidney disease. Atten-
dance was limited to 100 in order to facilitate communication
between speakers and the audience. Travel grants were awarded
to 20 young nephrologists, of whom 10 were selected to present
orally their research as a "hot abstract."
Modern research in nephrology began with exploration of the
basic physiological mechanisms that determine how the normal
kidney works. Immunological methods were next used to create
models of disease that provided vital insights into the pathogen-
esis of glomerulonephritis. The subsequent growth and availability
of dialysis and transplantation stimulated additional research. The
recent application of cell and molecular biological approaches to
the study of kidney diseases can be seen as another "new wave" in
nephrology research. Cytokines and adhesion molecules were
chosen as the topic of this Forefronts Symposium because their
actions are now understood to be vital to the regulation of normal
and pathological cellular behavior. Furthermore, cytokines and
adhesion molecules are potentially powerful targets for therapeu-
tic intervention to prevent progression of kidney disease. We hope
that the readers of Kidney International will share the intellectual
excitement and enthusiasm felt by the participants in this Fore-
fronts Symposium.
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